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Behold, this Child is set for the fall and for the resurrection of many ... 
And thy own soul a sword shall pierce . . . (Luke II. 34, 35). 
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Short History of Holy Communion. 


Conclusion from January number. 





The Council of Trent. 

ROM the Council of Trent until our present time may justly 
be considered as a time of revival in the reception of 
Holy Communion and the veneration of the most Bless- 
ed Sacrament. The assembled bishops and cardinals of 

the Council of Trent were especially concerned about the Com- 

munion of the faithful. They complained, that a great many 
had fallen into heresy and had abandoned the table of the Lord. 

In the most touching appeal, they exhorted them again toapproach 

the Holy Table, and concluded with these beautiful words, ‘‘Last- 

ly, the holy synod, with true paternal affection admonishes, ex- 
horts, begs and beseeches, all those who call thémselves Christians, 
by the mercy of God, at length to come together in this one token 
of unity, in this bond of love, in this symbol of concord"’ (Sess. 

xiii. c. 8). It was the most earnest wish of the bishops and 

cardinals, that the faithful might communicate daily, although 

they well knew that this could not be effected at once. ‘The 
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holy synod,’’ say the decrees of the council, ‘‘desires indeed, 
that at each Mass the faithful who are present should communi- 
cate, not only with spiritual longing, but also by the sacramental 
participation of the Eucharist, that they may participate more 
abundantly in the fruits of this Holy Sacrifice’ (Sess. xxil., c. 6). 
The Roman catechism prepared according to the decrees of the 
council, enjoined upon pastors, often to instruct the people re- 
garding the efficacy of Holy Communion and to exhort them to 
a frequent reception thereof. ‘‘It is the duty of pastors,’’ we 
read therein, ‘‘often to exhort the faithful, that as they deem it 
necessary daily to give nourishment to the body, that they should 
likewise be solicitous daily to feed and nourish the soul with this 
Sacrament”’ (P. ii. c. 4. n. 60). 


Zeal of Holy Men. 


Then there arose men inspired by God, who realized, that 
the neglect of Holy Communion was the principal cause of the 
religious decline of the time, and they did all in their power to 
stop this abuse. Cacciaguerra, a companicn of St. Philip Neri, 
complains in his treatise on Holy Communion: ‘‘Where is the 
faith and zeal of the first Christians, and when shall we see the 
day, wherein our life shall be renewed? Where is the care and 
the zeal of the princes,of the Church, to nourish the faithful, 
where the ardent desire to unite them with Christ in the Holy 
Eucharist? Truly, ought we to weep, when beholding the neg- 
lect into which we have fallen.’’ Cacciaguerra and St. Philip 
Neri made great efforts, to encourage frequent Communion, and 
in consequence suffered for seven years severe persecution; they 
were brought before prelates and cardinals and threatened with 
ecclesiastical investigation. St. Ignatiusand his Order were sus- 
picioned of heresy because they advocated frequent Communion. 
When Blessed Peter Faber, a companion of St. Ignatius, spoke 
of daily Communion at Parma, he was hissed at. 

St. Charles Borromeo with great energy exhorted the faithful 
to the frequent reception of the Blessed Sacrament. The third 
provincial council which he convened at Milan, decided, that both 
pastor and missionary should often encourage the people to the 
salutary practice of frequent and daily Communion. Whoever 
should preach against this practice, should be deprived by the 
bishop of the right to preach the word of God. Many other holy 
and learned men, like Avila, St. Francis de Sales, Blessed Peter 
Canisius,. zealously labored for a more frequent reception of the 
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holy sacraments. In the beginning of the 17th century there were 
in Spain theological schools, especially Benedictine, which with 
great force defended daily Communion. Thus it is not sur- 
prising, that in the course of time the frequent reception of the 
holy sacraments remarkably increased. 


The Jansenists. 


Unfortunately there arose in France a pernicious sect, which 
radically opposed the benevolent intentions of the Council of Trent 
and the endeavors of so many holy men. It was the unhappy 
Jansenists. Christ in the most Blessed Sacrament, in this touch- 
ing memorial of His love, was to them not a God of love and 
mercy, but an enemy of the children of men, who should seldom 
be approached, and then with fear and trembling. The greatest 
perfection was required for Holy Communion. No one dare ap- 
proach the table of the Lord, who had not led a life of angelic 
purity or was drawn irresistibly thereunto by grace. Only persons 
who with glowing devotion could take their flight to God, like 
the eagle, were, according to their views, worthy to receive the 
Lord their God. Their motto was, ‘“This banquet is for eagles, 
not for crows.”’ : 

Need we be astonished that the reception of the holy sacra- 
ments, so much desired by the Council of Trent, should again 
greatly decrease? Many abstained even from the Easter Com- 
munion. In the church of St. Sulpice, at Paris, there was in the 
year 1648, a sudden drop of 3,000 Communions. Scarcely any- 
one communicated monthly or on the holy days. Even religious 
no longer had the courage to approach the table of the Lord. 
Many dared not even receive the Holy Viaticum when in danger 
of death. Others, who until then had communicated every week, 
were advised to do so but once a month; then they were told 
that this was still too often, and were permitted to approach the 
Holy Table but once or twice a year. Thus, according to Jan- 
senistic ideas, they were led on to an ever increasing perfection; 
but, alas, what a detriment to their souls! 

The disastrous sect won many adherents among the French 
clergy and bishops. Its fatal influence was likewise felt in other 
countries of Christendom. Men like Petavius, St. Vincent de 
Paul, St. John Baptist de la Salle, did, indeed, advocate milder 
views, but their efforts were of little avail, only a blow in cold 
water. The French Revolution, it is true, destroyed Jansenism 
as a sect; but many of its rigorous views remained. In the nine- 
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teenth century much was done towards a frequent reception of 
the holy sacraments by the devotion to the Sacred Heart, by re- 
treats and missions. But to receive Holy Communion several 
times a week and still more the daily reception thereof, remained 
a privilege of specially pure souls. Moralists, as a rule, taught 
that weekly Communion was to be recommended to all, but fre- 
quent Communion was to be refused to the majority, and seldom 
permitted. 





Pius 1X. and Leo XIII. 


But the last two pontiffs held entirely different opinions. 
Mgr. De Segur had published a small book treating on frequent 
Communion, wherein was stated that no greater perfection was 
required to receive daily, than yearly Communion. Pius IX. ap- 
proved the little work without restriction. Even more: when in 
the beginning of Lent 1861, he, as usual, made the appointments 
for those who were to preach the Lenten sermons in Rome and 

f imparted to them the apostolic blessing, with his own hand he 
distributed the Italian translation of the work, and declared, that 
this little book, coming from France, had already produced much 
good, and that it should be given toall children when they made 
their first Communion, and that every pastor should have a copy 
of it. This treatise contains the very principles as the Council of 
Trent had understood them, as he, the Sovereign Pontiff, desired 
that they should be applied. His successor, Leo XIII. labored 
in the same spirit. He recognized in frequent Communion, as 
stated in the beautiful encyclical on the Holy Eucharist, the 
great remedy for our depraved times. He recommended the 
various methods of honoring the most Blessed Sacrament, and 
concludes, ‘‘In particular must we labor for the end, that the 
frequent reception of the Holy Eucharist may be everywhere re- 
vived among the faithful. Weare exhorted thereunto by the ex- 
ample of the early Christians, the decrees of the councils, the 
authority of the Fathers and saintly men of all times. For the 
soul as well as the body often requires to be nourished. This 
food of life is found principally in the Most Holy Eucharist. 
Therefore, the prejudicial opinion of opponents, the vain fears of 
many, the imaginary reasons for staying away are entirely to be 
rejected. For it concerns something which is most salutary to 
the faithful, to free their mind from all too great care for things 
transitory as well as to renew and strengthen in them the Chris- 
tian spirit.’? Buta practical, authoritative decision had not yet 
been given, and the old prejudices and preconceived opinions 
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continued to live in the minds of many, in books as well as in 
practice. 
Pius X. 

Pius X. then ascended,the papal throne. Asan experienced 
pastor he had recognized the importance of frequent Communion ‘ 
for the Christian life in our present time, and was resolved to 
carry out practically, the principles of both his predecessors. 
His views concerning the dispositions for daily Communion were 
made known, when a Roman Canon, Antoni, published some 
pamphlets entitled “Daily Communion;’’ “‘Christian soul, why 
not communicate every day or at least each time you assist at 
holy Mass?’’ ‘“‘Why so many vain fears, in communicating 
frequently or daily??? The Holy Father through Cardinal Genari 
wrote to the author as follows: ‘‘His Holiness not only gracious- 
ly received your work, but rejoiced exceedingly on account of its 
publication. He is entirely convinced of the truth of this teach- 
ing and of the inestimable benefit which the faithful will derive 
from the frequent and daily reception of Holy Communion.’’ 

But as in the meantime the conditions required for daily 
Communion were much disputed in Italy, France, and especially 
in Belgium, and the question had become rather acute, the Holy 
Father handed the matter over to the Sacred Congregation for 





consideration and decision. The decree which they issued re- 
ceived his full approval, Dec. 17, 1905. Thus after 1,400 years 
of hesitation and doubt, the question concerning daily Commun- 
ion was solved, solved in the spirit of the early Church, and we 
hope will remain thus solved for all times. 

The history of Holy Communion resembles the cycle of the 
year. In the beginning there was beautiful spring weather, and 
magnificent fruits ripened beneath the warm sun of the Blessed 
Sacrament. Then the zeal for the daily and frequent receiving 
of Holy Communion slowly died away: autumn set in, cold and 
frosty winter gradually took possession. In the sixteenth century 
a new spring reopened and the seed sprouted forth anew. But 
winter would not yield its supremacy. The icy doctrines of Jan- 
senism, the rough storms of winter, which caused much devasta- 
tion, bent and broke many a tender plant. Finally they have 
been banished by our glorious Pope Pius X. and can do no more 
harm. The beautiful spring sun will no more be darkened, and 
it depends solely on the faithful to open their heart to this life- 
giving sun, that it may blossom and bloom in virtue and grace 
and bring forth a hundred-fold fruit to life everlasting. 
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Why Should We Communicate Often? 





1. J communicate often for lve of Jesus Christ: A good 
father loves to have his child often at histable. Jesus is the best 
of fathers. He says: ‘“‘With desire I have desired to eat this 
Pasch with you,’’ that is, to come to you.—‘’Take ye and eat, 
this is My body.”’ 

2. J communicate often because it ts the greatest work 
man can do on earth. It is the visit of the Creator to His crea- 
ture. Louis XIV. and Napoleon spent one night in poor huts, 
and these huts are considered as historical monuments. But 
what are all the kings and emperors of this earth in comparison 
to Jesus Christ? and He comes into the poor hut of our heart 
to take His abode therein. Our Divine Lord remained a short 
time in Bethlehem, therefore, it is considered as one of the holiest 
places of the universe! A soulthat receives Holy Communion, 
is more than Bethlehem. 

3. iL communicate often because there is nothing more sa- 
/utary Jor us. Holy Communion is the most precious gift of 
grace. All the riches of this world are nothing in comparison to 
the treasures, which I receive at the table of the Lord. For 
every Holy Communion, which I have received during my life, I 
shall be the happier in heaven for all eternity. 

4. I communicate often and pay no attention to the ob- 
Jections, that are frequently made. 

a. If they say to me, as to Sir Thomas More, you are too 
much occupied by business, too much distracted, or too much 
exposed to temptation, I answer with the great English Chan- 
cellor: ‘‘These are the very reasons why I receive Holy Com- 
munion daily. If my distractions are numerous, I become rec- 
ollected at Holy Communion. If temptations are frequent and 
great, | am strengthened in Holy Communion to battle against 
them. If I need light in my undertakings, I receive the same in 
Holy Communion.”’ 

b. If Iam told, that I am not worthy to communicate so 
often, I arswer with the Blessed Cure of Ars: ‘“‘That is true, but 
I communicate that I may become more worthy. Holy Commun- 
ion is not the reward of virtue, but an essential help to become vir- 
tuous.’’ “‘You sin daily,’’ says St Augustine, ‘“‘therefore, com- 
municate daily; for this Heavenly Bread is the remedy for daily 
sins and imperfections. 
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5. communicate often; for this ts the heart's desire of Our 
dear Lord, the wish of the Church, and the joy of heaven. lf 
circumstances do not permit to go daily or frequently to Holy 
Communion, I will go every week or at least once a month. 
The Blessed Cure of Ars says, “‘We should sit at table with Jesus 
at least every Sunday, because He so eagerly invites us. Who 
would refuse the invitation of the King of kings ?’’ 

6. Children and youth should receive Communion frequent- 
ly. Mgr. de Segur, whose little work on frequent Communion 
was so highly praised by Pius IX. and which he wished to see in 
the hands of all First Communicants, says, ‘‘There are few chil- 
dren for whom Communion once a month is sufficient : there are 
scarcely any who may not derive the greatest benefit from week- 
ly Communion. I regard weekly Communion necessary for all 
children inclined to sensual passion.’’ Dom Bosco, a master in 
the training of youth says, “‘Frequent confession and Holy Com- 
munion is the only solid foundation of a good education: not to 
receive these sacraments would mean to give free access to im- 


’ 


modesty and immorality.’’ 


“Prevents the Delight of My Heart.” 

Those who seek to dissuade or deter others from frequent 
Communion, may consider the words of Our Divine Savior to St. 
Gertrude. Our Divine Lord once said to her concerning the love 
of His Sacred Heart in the most Blessed Sacrament: ‘My delight 
is to be with the children of men; for this reason I remain in this 
Sacrament until the end of the world, that men may often receive 
Me. I have left nothing undone to reveal the tender love of My 
Heart in the Blessed Sacrament. When I, overcome by the ar- 
dor of My love, enter into a soul by Holy Communion, I pour 
out upon her the abundance of My treasures; and at that very 
moment all the inhabitants of earth and all the souls in purgato- 
ry feel a renewed effect of My goodness.’’ A soul in the state of 
sanctifying grace is so beautiful and pleasing to God, that Jesus 
Christ delights to come and dwell in this living temple of the 
Holy Ghost. Therefore Our Lord said to the same Saint: who- 
soever deters a soul from Holy Communion, prevents the delight 
of His Heart, lessens the influence of His goodness in that soul 
as well as in all the faithful, for in virtue of the Communion of 
Saints, the faithful who are in the state of grace, partake in the 
effects of the Communion of each and every individual. By fre- 
quent Communion the body of the Church is rejuvenated on earth 
and is consoled in purgatory. 
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Hence our firm resolution this year: I shall go to Holy Com- 
munion more frequently than in the past. I shall overcome tep- 
idity and all human respect, and set a good example to others. 





wr 


Articles Required for the Offering of Holy Mass. 





Besides the priestly vestments many other articles are re- 
quired. 

1. A chalice consecrated by the bishop, representing the 
sepulchre of Our Lord, as also the bitter chalice of His sufferings, 
which He drank to the dregs in His bloody agony. 

2. The palla, a small, white linen cloth, stretched over a 

' square card with which the priest covers the chalice; this repre- 
sents the stone rolled against the opening of the sepulchre. 

3. The paten, a small golden plate, representing the vases 
containing the unguents used to anoint the body of Christ before 
His burial. 

4. The corporal, or square of fine linen, upon which the 
chalice stands and whereon the Sacred Host is laid, represents 
the shroud wrapped about the sacred remains. 

5. The purificator, a small cloth employed to dry the chal- 
ice, representing the other cloths that were used at His interment. 

6. The velum, or silken veil wherewith the chalice is cov- 
ered, represents the veil of the temple, rent in two from the top 
to the bottom, at the death of Our Lord. 

7. The two cruets, represent the vessels which contained 
the wine and the gall, 

8. At least two burning wax candles and a crucifix. 

For the celebration of holy Mass it is also necessary to have 
the oblation, a host made of unleavened bread, and wine of the 
grape with water. Almost all the things that have been enumer- 
: ated are essential to the Mass; so much so that the priest who 
, dispensed with any of them, except in case of absolute necessity, 

would be guilty of a grave sin. 


Remark.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decree of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 








ie 
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Che Miraculous Crucifix. 





At the time that the Moors had subjugated the greater part 
of Spain it happened that a certain king of Caravaca, who held 
captive a large number of Christians, felt his heart touched with 
compassion for them. He ordered them to be set at liberty, and 
bade them all appear in his presence. He then asked each one 
individually what was his trade or handiwork, and gave him per- 
mission to exercise it. Amongst the released prisoners there was 
a priest, who, when asked that question, replied with holy ear- 
nestness that he understood the art, of calling Almighty God 
down from heaven to earth. When the king had heard this, he 
commanded him to exercise himself in his art. But the priest 
replied that it would be impossible for him to do so unless he had 
everything that was required by the Christians for the celebration 
of the holy Mass. 

The king then commanded the priest to make a list of every 
thing that was necessary, and he would see that they were pro- 
vided. The priest wrote down everything with one exception : 
he quite forgot the crucifix. When about to begin the Mass, he 
noticed that there was no crucifix upon the altar. He was much 
concerned, and hesitated whether he ought to say Mass or not. 
The king, thinking that he was not quite master of his art, asked 
why he was so troubled. The priest answered that he had omit- 
ted to mention the crucifix, and did not feel certain whether it 
would be right to celebrate the Mass without it. While he was 
earnestly entreating the help of God in this difficulty, behold! the 
vaulted stone roof of the chamber in which the altar had been 
raised was cleft asunder, and two angels, shining like the sun and 
clad in costly raiment, descended from above, bearing a glittering 
crucifix of wood. Placing it upon the altar they bade the priest 
commence the Mass. The king and the Moors who were present 
thought the angels were two gods; filled with awe, they fell upon 
their faces on the ground, nor did they dare to rise until the an- 
gels had vanished. They no longer doubted that the priest 
had power to call down from heaven the omnipotent God, and 
acknowledged the Christian religion to be the true one. 

Such was the origin of the holy cross still preserved and re- 
garded with great veneration at Caravaca, inSpain. Every year 
on the anniversary of this event the holy cross is exposed for the 
veneration of the faithful, and dipped in water, which is given to 
the sick to drink to obtain their cure. This story shows how im- 
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portant it is that nothing may be wanting of the many things 
prescribed for the due and proper celebration of this Most Holy 
Sacrifice. 


wee 


‘Had T Known Chis Before.’’ 





A young Portuguese travelled to India to seek his fortune. 
After a number of years he returned to Europe, accompanied by 
several of his own vessels laden with wealth, the fruits of his 
toil and researches. Having arrived at his native place, he said to 
himself, ‘*I must play a trick on my relations, I'l] disguise myself.”’ 
He put on soiled garments and a torn cloak, and hastened to the 
house of his cousin Peter. In this disguise he claimed relation- 
ship: ‘“‘Iam yourcousin John,’’ saidhe. ‘‘I have passed several 
years in India; I now return to visit my friends and native land 
once more. You see my position, and thus, by ties of kindred, I 


crave hospitality at your hands.’’ ‘‘Ah! would to heaven I could 
accommodate you, my dear John,’’ replied Peter. ‘“‘Excuse me, 
my house is wholly occupied.’’ John, playing his role, proceeds 


to ancther friend’s house, makes the same advance, receives the 
same reply, and thus toa third and fourth. His poverty-stricken 
appearance had thus driven him from door to door. Ah! poor 
deluded friends, little did you imagine that under that tattered 
garment a man of wealth lay concealed. John hastened back to 
his ships, cast aside his beggar’s dress, robed himself in costly at- 
tire, and, followed by a multitude of servants, proceeded at once 
to purchase a princely dwelling in the very heart of the city. His 
fabulous wealth, his lordly retinue, his high-blooded steeds, were 
the talk of the town and neighborhood. The news soon reached 
the ears of his friends. Picture to yourselves, their wondrous 
amazement! How changed would their conduct now be if the 
opportunity could but present itself anew! Listen to the altered 
tone of their language, “‘What is the meaning of all this?’ 
said one to the other. ‘Could you have supposed this for a mo- 
ment? Had I but known this before, my friend would have 
met with very different treatment at my hands; but alas! it is 
now to Jate. We have repulsed him forever.’’ 

The foregoing story serves as an illustration of what takes 
place between Christians and their Lord. This man went to his 
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friends as a beggar, attired in poor tattered garments, disguising 
thus his riches and influence. In the same way did Jesus come to 
us the first time, and it lasted from the manger tothecross. He 
remains with us in the holy Eucharist, as it were, in a poor mis- 
erable dress, under the appearance of bread, and offers Himself 
in the same humble attire in the sacrifice of the Mass. 

The above mentioned stranger came to his friends a second 
time in rich and royal attire, escorted by numerous attendants. 
So does Jesus Christ come again, at the end of the world, en- 
throned on the clouds of heaven, in great power and majesty. 
The angels and the elect will surround Him on every side, for 
wealth, glory and power are His. What will they say, that have 
rejected Our Lord or treated Him coldly and indifferently, be- 
cause, He appeared to them so poor and insignificant. How will 
they feel, that have loved the Blessed Sacrament and did sympa- 
thize with His divine heart in the Most Holy Eucharist; whilst 
the unfortunate will cry out in despair, “‘Oh, had I but known 
this before !’’ 


meer 


Che Miraculously Preserved Sacred Hosts. 





A Redemptorist Father of St. Petersburg writes as follows: 

Forty years ago the persecutions against the Catholic Church 
raged in Russian Poland. The government closed numerous 
churches, among which was that of a little village in Lithuania. 
This church was closed so suddenly, that the pastor had no time 
to remove the Blessed Sacrament from the tabernacle. So our 
Divine Lord was left all alone locked up in His narrow dwelling. 

For forty years the doors were never opened. Gradually, 
from the effects of rain and storms, the building suffered damage, 
and the roof began to leak. But the inhabitants of the place, 
knowing that our dear Lord dwelt in the church, carefully kept 
it repaired, to prevent the water from dripping upon the altar. 
Lately, however, the present emperor issued an edict of tolera- 
tion. Many Catholic churches were re-opened for services, and 
also the one which was locked for forty years. Great was the 
joy of the entire village. The priest, followed by a large crowd 
of people entered the church, to release Our Lord, providing the 
dampness had not yet destroyed the Sacred Species. The taber- 
nacle is opened, and,....oh, stupendous miracle! The priest 
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examines the ciborium, and finds the Sacred Hosts as white and 
fresh as though they had been consecrated but yesterday. 
The entire population bears witness to this obvious miracle. 
oi. 


wee 


Another Calming of the Tempest. 





In the Bulletin of the Assoc. Rep., Father August Bruchez 
mentions a most interesting fact, which we here relate on his 
own responsibility. The event took place Jan. 31, 1906 on the 
small islands near the coast of Colombia in South America. This 
Redemptorist missionary writes the following : 


Buga, March 21, 1906. 

My dear Confrere, 

The parish of Tumaco includes a group of very 
small islands, the largest of these being Tumaco, which has a 
harbor. On Jan. 31st, at about 10 A.M., the people felt an 
earthquake. The shock was heavy and prolonged; in some 
places it lasted a few minutes and in others a quarter of an hour, 
causing terror and spreading ruin everywhere. Towards eleven 
o’clock, the people of Tumaco suddenly beheld the water of the 
sea rise high into the air like a mountain, threatening to flood all 
the surrounding country. Everybody was seized with extreme 
consternation as they cried out: ‘“We are lost, the sea will de- 
vour us.’’ The frightened people fled to the shore, where their 
venerable pastor stood, to receive from him the last absolution. 
At this moment, the priest received an inspiration from above, 
and quickly ran to the church. With faith as firm as a rock, he 
took the Blessed Sacrament, and accompanied by Father Gerard 
Larundo and the people praying, he returned to the shore and 
held up the thrice Sacred Host before the mountain-like wave. 
Instantly, the watery mountain dissolved, foaming at his feet; 
but soon another formed along the horizon, and approached 
nearer and nearer. The priest undaunted, stood firm, awaiting 
it with unfailing courage. Fearfully roared the angry waters 
while rising high into the air, but the next moment the mon- 
strous wave collapsed within a short distance from the coast. 
In presence of the Sacred Host the sea gradually became calm, 
all danger disappeared, and the people regained courage. Their 
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cries of despair were now turned into hymns of gratitude. At 
the very same time that this wonderful occurrence took place, 


the island Gorgona, lying directly opposite Tumaco, with all its 
inhabitants was swallowed up by the waves. 


mea 


Two Prayers Chat Came from Heaven. 





Power of the First Prayer. 

8] F all oral prayers, none are holier, more powerful or more 
pleasing to God, than the Our Father and the Hail 
Mary. From all eternity, Christ, as God, had borne the 
Our Father in His divine Heart, had sanctified it, sweet- 
ened it, endowed it with supernatural power, and finally pro- 
nounced it on earth with His sacred lips. Thisand no other prayer 
did Christ teach and command us to pray, when He said: ‘“Thus 
therefore shall you pray: Our Father etc.’’ The Our Father is 
a written petition, as it were, dictated by our most powerful in- 
tercessor and most faithful friend, which He advised and com- 
manded us to present to His Heavenly Father. We have the 
consolation to know, that everything that we could desire for the 
honor of God or our own welfare, is included therein, and that 
with this powerful petition we will induce the Heavenly Father 
to grant our request. The Our Father is composed entirely of 
divine words, therefore, it may be considered certain and infalli- 
ble that not a single word thereof will be pronounced in vain, but 
that for each and every one, there is a temporal and an eternal 
reward. You may well believe, dear Christian, that the Heav- 
enly Father is more pleased to hear you pray devoutly the Our 
Father than to listen to the praises of the angels in heaven. 





Petition Gomposed By Christ Himself. 


Now, if a person confidently presents to God the Father this 
petition composed by Christ Himself, and implores God—thou- 
sands and thousands of times during his life, that His kingdom 
come and our transgressions may be forgiven,—were it still 
possible that the Father of mercy and God of all consolation 
should refuse to listen to the humble pleadings of the petitioner? 
Continue, then, faithfully in your supplications, and be assured 
that the Heavenly Father will grant your request. 
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When you are going to pray the Our Father, bear in mind, 
that it is not a human, but a divine prayer, one formed by God 
Himself, and say it, therefore, with all possible devotion and 
attention. Do not hasten this prayer, but say it slowly and dis- 
tinctly, for it is by far more acceptable to God, and more meri- 
torious to yourself, if you pray a single Our Father slowly and 
devoutly, than ten, hurriedly and without attention. 

If you are in poverty, repeat these words at every Our 
Father: Give us this day our daily bread; oh, give us this day 
our daily bread! If you have had the misfortune to commit a 
grievous sin, then say with a contrite heart: Forgive us our tres- 
passes; oh, forgive us our trespasses, as we forgiveetc. If you have 
temptations, repeat the words: Lead us not into temptation; oh, 
lead us not into temptation. Should a cross weigh heavily upon 
you, then say with confidence and resignation: But deliver us, 
-oh, deliver us from evil. Amen. And, if you experience special 
devotion or consolation in any word, then dwell on that word as 
long as the Holy Ghost operates in you, for this is the proper 
method of praying orally, and making one’s self capable and 
worthy to receive God’s graces. 

Nor is there an easier or more powerful prayer that you 
could say for your friends and benefactors, than the Our Father. 
If once and for always you make this intention: O my God, it is 
my earnest wish and desire that as often as I say the Our Father 
I intend to pray it for myself and for all my friends and benefac- 
tors—then you pray more for them, than they have asked of you, 
for you pray daily many times, that the Heavenly Father may 
give you and them the daily bread, that He may forgive the 
sins, and assist you and them in temptations and deliver you 
from all evil. With this prayer—providing you say it devoutly— 
you repay them for all the good they have bestowed upon you, 
and you even return them more than you have received 


Excellence of the Second Prayer. 


The Hail Mary is the dearest to the Blessed Virgin and 
causes her the greatest delight. As the Our Father was given to 
us by Christ, so the Hail Mary was invented by the most Holy 
Trinity Itself, in whose bosom it had been borne from all eter- 
nity, sanctified and made sweet therein, and in course of time 
was placed upon the lips of the holy Archangel Gabriel. 

Any one who prays the Hail Mary, does not say a human or 
natural prayer, but one that is supernatural and divine, every 
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word of which possesses supernatural power. What prayer 
could be more pleasing to our Heavenly Mother, than that which 
the Blessed Trinity composed in her honor, and transmitted to 
her through the archangel? Through no other prayer did the 
Blessed Virgin receive such honor, or experience such joy and 
bliss than the Hail Mary, for at the very moment that she ac- 
cepted this salutation, she became the mother of God, and God 
became incarnate in her. 

That no prayer pleases her more than the Hail Mary, may 
be proved from the words that she spoke to St. Mechtilde. The 
latter once addressed our Heavenly Queen during Mass, saying: 
“‘O holy Mother of God, if it were possible for me to salute you 
with the sweetest greeting ever conceived by human heart, I 
would most joyfully do so.’’ Thereupon our Heavenly Mother 
appeared to her with a silver plate on her breast upon which 
the Hail Mary was written in golden letters, and said to Saint 
Mechtilde: *‘No salutation can surpass this, nor can any other 
one be so sweet in my ears than the Hail Mary, with which the 
most Blessed Trinity greeted me. No one can form the faintest 
idea of the joy and sweetness I perceived at this salutation.’’ The 
delight which the Blessed Virgin experienced at the Annunciation 
is renewed at every Hail Mary said devoutly, as had been re- 
vealed to St. Gertrude. 





Seven Days and Seven Nights. 


Let us hear what Blessed Alanus, of the Dominican Order, 
writes concerning the Hail Mary: 

A religious lay in her death agony for seven days and seven 
nights, and her condition was so pitiable, that all who we re pres- 
ent were filled with deepest compassion. Having expired with- 
out gaining the use of her speech, she appeared to a Sister several 
days after and said, “I would gladly again endure such agony 
for seven days and seven nights, if I could but live here long 
enough to pray a single Hail Mary, to renew for our Heavenly 
Mother the joy that she experiences at every Hail Mary, and to 
gain the merit thereof.’’ O wonderful, and almost incredible 
words! If a soul already enjoying eternal happiness, would 
gladly abandon the joys of heaven and endure such great suffer- 
ings in this world, for the sake of being able to pray but one Hail 
Mary, then a Hail Mary, indeed, possesses a power and merits a 
teward, which no man can comprehend.—Our Lord, Himself 
deigned to instruct his servant, Blessed Alanus, concerning the 
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excellence of the Hail Mary. ‘“‘Myson,’’ He said, ‘“‘you do not 
realize what a precious gift you offer to my Blessed Mother, when 
you devoutly say a Hail Mary in her honor. I have appeared to 
you for the purpose of teaching you this.’’ Hereupon Our Lord 
mentioned seventy-two prerogatives which the Hail Mary pos- 
sesses, and compared it with what is most excellent in heaven 
and on earth. 

The Mother of God also spoke to this her faithful servant : 
‘*A single Hail Mary is more precious than all temporal good, for 
one Hail Mary, said with devotion, is more profitable to man, 
than all the gifts of his body or soul, his life or temporal posses- 
sions.’’ Blessed Alanus also said, that it had been revealed to 
him, that the least honor paid to the Heavenly Mother, even 
though it were but one salutation, must be esteemed higher than 
an act of homage many times as great rendered to another 
saint. Since from this you can judge the inestiniable value of a 
Hail Mary, endeavor to say it as often as possible. When as- 
cending a stairway, say a Hail Mary, as St. Catherine of Siena 
did. On your way to church or to some other place, say a Hail 
Mary; if you can not say it with your lips, pray it at least in your 
heart, and be assured that you are presenting the Blessed Virgin 
with a precious gift, providing you say it devoutly and fervently, 
not from mere habit. 

Blessed Alanus once delivered a sermon to theologians and 
doctors of the Church, and clearly proved that every word of the 
Hail Mary is a jewel, and that any one who devoutly prays a 
Hail Mary, offers fifteen precious stones to the Heavenly Moth- 
er.—If then every word is a jewel, should you not do your utmost 
to pronounce every word with earnestness and devotion, so that 
the gems you present to your Heavenly Mother may be all the 
more beautiful. Oh, how she will love you, if you daily offer 
her so many hundreds of jewels! 


wee 


To Carry the Cross After Our Cord is a Difficult Matter. 





The following is narrated of a pious lay brother. The sor- 
rowful passion of our Lord was the object of his most tender 
devotion. One day as he lovingly contemplated Our Savior 
carrying His cross, he was touched with compassion and cried 
out, “‘How was it possible, O dearest Lord, that Simon of Cyrene 
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had to be compelled to help Thee carry Thy cross?’’ He then 
heard Our Lord speaking to him from the cross saying, ‘“Wouldst 
thou be willing to take this heavy burden from My shoulders for 
a short time?’’ ‘‘O Lord, what more could I desire than to be 
permitted to carry the cross for Thee,’’ he answered. ‘‘Thy 
wish shall be fulfilled,’’ replied Our Lord. 

That same hour the religious was stricken with a violent ill- 
ness which neither day nor night gave him any rest. In addition 
to this, some evil-minded persons maliciously persecuted and slan- 
dered him. The consequence was that the poor brother fell into 
a state of great sadness and discouragement and began to com- 
plain, ‘“O Lord, Thy hand rests too heavily upon Thy poor 
servant! What have I done to deserve this chastisement? I can 
no longer bear these torments.’’ 

He had given vent to his dissatisfaction for some time when 
Our Lord in a voice of reproach said to him, “‘Why dost thou 
complain? Didst thou not offer to help Me bear the burden 
of My cross? But scarcely have I placed a small portion of it 
upon thy shoulders, when thou seekest to rid thyself of it. Learn 
from this, how far thou still art from truly loving Me.”’ 

Filled with sorrow and confusion the religious fell prostrate 
before the Lord. From that time forward he bore his suffer- 
ings and afflictions without murmur or complaint. 


Se 


Conversions through Good Literature. 





St. Augustine was converted by reading the epistles of St. 
Paul: St Ignatius by reading the lives of the saints. The cele- 
brated Rabbi Draek came across a book by which he was con- 
vinced of the truth of Christianity. Charles Haller, formerly a 
protestant, passing by a store had his attention drawn to a book 
which was exhibited in the window; he purchased it, and there- 
upon was converted to the Catholic Faith. Louis Beuillot read 
one of the sermons of Bourdaloue and this was the mustard-seed 
which developed into the magnificent tree of his literary produc- 
tions. The brave general Lamoriciere and admiral Marceau are 
indebted to good literature for their conversion. 

A student in Paris had for a considerable length of time led 
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. an irreligious and immoral life. His mother placed a copy of the 
‘Imitation of Christ’’ into his trunk. 

However, he did not read this precious booklet, but tore out 

: the leaves to wipe his razor when shaving. One time while thus 

a cleaning his razor on one of the leaves, he read a sentence, the 

truth of which entered like an arrow into his heart: he became 

converted and soon knelt at the feet of a priest to make his 


confession. 





Heretics through the Bad Press. 


Huss, of Prague, lost his faith, through reading the works of 
the English heretic Wiclif, and did immense harm in Bohemia. 
“ Having read the writings of Luther, Zwingli of Zurich, and Calvin 
i of Geneva abandoned their faith. Emperor Julian became an 
apostate, because in Nicomedia he read the works of Libanius, 
who was an enemy of the Church. How many souls have been 
. lost on account of reading the literature of Voltaire, Rousseau, 
Renan, Zola, etc. 

The apostacy of the sixteenth century was due especially to 
the bad press. Luther had fairly overflooded the country with 
his antagonistic literature. Canisius, however, sustained the faith 
and saved souls, especially through the antidote, the good press. 
What a multitude of souls have been damned because they read 
bad books, journals etc., and what a vast number have been saved 
4 by reading good literature. An eternal punishment awaits those 
4 who corrupt others with their bad literature; but also great will 
be the reward of those who through the press announce and prop- 
agate the doctrine of Jesus and His Church. Those who instruct 
others, shall shine like the stars of heaven. The Ven. Anna 
Catharine Emmerich beheld the deceased Count Stolberg enter 
heaven triumphantly and for every good effect that his writings 
produced, he experienced an inexpressible joy. In the same 
measure as the good reading is efficacious, thus the accidental 


is happiness of the writer increases. The continued effects of bad 
; literature also increases the accidental torments of the author in 
: hell. 

: Therefore, dear reader, remove from your house and your 


surroundings, all bad books and newspapers, that you may not 
become the murderer of the souls entrusted to you, and one day 
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hear the sentence pronounced upon those who give scandal. On 
the other hand, support and propagate the good press, that you 
may be entitled to a reward similar to the one received by Count 
Stolberg. Be an apostle of the press; write, work, pray for the 
apostolate of the press; support and propagate it with your 
utmost strength and substantial aid. 


x 


Holy Communion for Children. 
By Mgr. De Segur. 


A Christian child should make it a rule to go to Holy Com- 
munion every Sunday and on all feasts, from the time of his first 
Holy Communion, unless his confessor, parents or teachers note 
in him an evident lack of good will. Moreover, great circum- 
spection should be exercised in keeping children from the Holy 
Table, because of the danger to their morals which immediately 
presents itself, that danger which brings terror to the maternal 
heart, and which the Holy Eucharist alone can overcome. Would 
you preserve the purity and innocence of your children? En- 
courage them to go to Holy Communion often, and, above all, 
place no obstacle in their way when their confessor advises it. 
How many fathers and mothers, owing to misguided zeal, are 
unintentionally the primary cause of the loss of their children ! 
How many have I known who were the direct and fatal cause of 
that very corruption from which they shrank with horror! 

It is not frequent Communion that you should fear for your 
children; on the contrary, it is neglect of Holy Communion, a 
lack of devotion to this Divine Sacrament. A child who neglects 
the sacraments is in constant peril. 

“But we fear the future. It is better to proceed slowly in 
the beginning, because if they do not practice their religion later, 
so much the worse.’’ 

But why should they fall away? Why should these good, 
pious children cease to love God? Is not youthful piety the best 
guarantee of a Christian future? If you would have your children 
strong to resist evil hereafter, let them now draw,abundantly 
from the source of all strength; let them be intimately united with 
the source of all fidelity. Their present piety will be the pledge 


. a 
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i of future piety, and innocence preserved will be for you and for 
them the dawn of a pure youth. 

In the first centuries children, as well as adults, were admit- 
% ted to daily Communion. They obtained from this Sacrament 
. that fortitude, that spirit of faith, of prayer, and fervor, which 
gave to the Church saints and martyrs of ten, twelve, and fifteen 
years of age. ‘‘The arm of God is not shortened.’’ The same 
means will today produce the same effects. 


Remark.—According to the decision of the Sacred Congregation 

Sept. 15, 1906, children and young people, who have made their first 

Communion may go as often to Holy Communion as the adult; there- 

» fore frequent and daily Communion is permitted to them, if they are 
in the state of grace and have a right and devout intention. 





) 


i) Our sincere thanks to all who have sent us new subscribers. 
Dear reader, assist us to make known the love of Jesus Christ 
in the Blessed Sacrament. You can do this by circulating our 
periodical, “‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.’”’ To love Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament, and to endeavor to make others also 
2 love Him, this should be our task, for this we should be enthus- 
iastic. Every service that you render Jesus in the Holy Eucha- 
rist will be repaid to you in an infinite measure. Proceed then, 
courageously, with the work. God bless you. 

There are still some who are in arrears with their subscrip- 
tion. May we ask them to please delay no longer. 


| “ 


The Venerable Abbot Gerasimus. 





The Ven. Abbot Gerasimus once met a lion which had been 
ir wounded in the foot. He bound up and cared for the wound 
until it was healed, and the grateful beast remained with him 
ever after. There was a mule, belonging to the monastery over 
¥ which Gerasimus presided, and when it grazed on the banks of 
the Jordan, the lion always was there too. 

One day acamel driver from. Arabia passed by and seizing 
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the mule led him away. During this time the lion was asleep 
and did not notice the thief. At nightfall the lion returned to the 
monastery alone. The abbot thought that he had killed his 
companion and said to him, ‘‘Where is the mule?’’ The lion 
stood still and looked back. Then the abbot said, ‘You have 
devoured him; now you will have to do the work which the mule 
had to do.’’ And from that day forward the lion carried the 
water to the monastery. 

After some time it happened that the camel-driver with the 
stolen animal passed near the monastery. Hardly had the lion 
perceived them when he started in pursuit. The man fled and 
the lion returned bringing the mule to the abbot. After the 
death of Gerasimus the faithful lion laid itself upon the monk’s 
grave, refused all food, and died of grief. 

Such gratitude is shown by an irrational animal, and man, 
alas! should feel no love nor gratitude toward his Eucharistic 
God who constantly heals him of his many and grievous wounds 
and feeds him with the most precious food ! 


Sen 


Al First and a Last Zommunion. 





In St. Favon, Normandy, there lives a doctor, who is a free- 
thinker to the very backbone. Church and priests he hates, as 
the devil does the crucifix. His wife, however, is deeply re- 
ligious, and brings up their child Joseph, like a little angel. Soon 
the day of his first Holy Communion is at hand, and among the 
forty boys in class, none is better prepared than Joseph. 

In the meantime, the freethinkers of the town get wind of 
the matter. Our doctor is called to account and is asked whether 
he is a hen-pecked husband, or even has joined the rosary con- 
fraternity. At such scorn and mockery, the doctor becomes 
furious. Determined to prove himself a staunch freethinker, he 
storms into the church during the communion instructions, takes 
away the boy in spite of the boy’s pleadings and absolutely for- 
bids him ever again to go near the priest. In vain are the tears 
and representations of his wife; raging, like another Diocletian, 
he daily casts forth volleys of curses and blasphemies. 

The day of first Holy Communion at length arrives. Full of 
joy, all the children have assembled: Joseph alone is missing. 
Once more the children say the prayer to St. Joseph that he 
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may assist their little companion; daily they had prayed for him 
since that occurrence in the church. Behold, suddenly little 
Joseph, beaming with joy, puts in his appearance, and receives 
Holy Communion, the first in the rank. His father had unex- 
pectedly been summoned to a sick person and could not be home 
for several hours. 

It is evening when the doctor returns. In the meantime he 
was informed of all that took place. Ashamed to face his wicked 
comrades and urged on interiorly, he carries out a fearful design : 
taking his money, he forsakes his family without a word of fare- 
well. Fifteen years pass by and not the least message of his 
whereabouts arrives; no one knows whether he is dead or alive. 

By this time, to the inexpressible joy of his mother, Joseph 
has become a priest; but hardly have two years elapsed, when 
he takes leave from her and his native land. Asa missionary he 
sails to Tongking, India. He made this great sacrifice to obtain 
from God the grace of his father’s conversion. Arriving in the 
pagan country, his vocation brings him into a hut where liesa 
very sick man. ‘“‘Away with the accursed priest, away, away 
with him,”’ is the sick man’s greeting. The missionary is fright- 
ened, but seeing that the patient is in the agonies of death, he 
will not so readily abandon his post. ‘‘Permit me, at least, to 
arrange your bed, you are lying so uncomfortably; it seems you 
have no one who attends to your wants.’’ A conversation is 
begun, in the course of which it is discovered that the dying man 
came from the same village as the priest, and has the same family 
name. And now? O blissful surprise, father and son have found 
one another, and with it the father also found the faith. Theson 
hears his father’s confession, administers Holy Communion to 
him, and closes his eyes in death. 


a 


Prayer Books and Rosaries for First Communicants. 


Prayer books for First Communicants, both German and 
English, in black or white bindings, at $.50. $.75, $1.00, 
$1.20, $1.50, and upwards, 

Mother of pearl rosaries, with gold chain and cross, 
at $1.00 and $1.50; with silver plated chain: $.60; white 
alabaster rosaries: $.30 each. 

Amethyst, Jet, and Garnet rosaries, with gold chain 
and cross, at $1.75 and $2.50 each, according to quality. 
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Remarks of Napoleon 1. about Pope Pius vil. 
and the Blessed Sacrament. 








“On the day of my coronation,’’ related Napoleon I., “‘the 
Pope dispensed me from communicating publicly. From this I 
learned how tender and childlike his faith was. He presumed 
that I would not be able to conduct myself with becoming rever- 
ence. ‘Napoleon is perhaps less prepared now,’ said the Pope, 
‘but the time will come, when faith will be awakened and create 
in him the proper disposition; for the present we will not burden 
his conscience nor ours.’ 

‘In his (the Pope’s) true Christian love, for he is indeed a 
good and benevolent man, he never doubted that he would yet 
behold me a penitent sinner. This he often gave me to under- 
stand, when we spoke confidentially together. ‘You will return 
sooner or later,’ he said with most amiable simplicity, ‘and I will 
receive you with joy, or if not I, another one will do so, and it 
will be true happiness for you.’ ’’—When the emperor had relat- 
ed this, he added: ‘*Pius VII. is truly a lamb, a holy man.’’ At 
another time the emperor remarked: ‘‘Upon the occasion of my 
marriage with Maria Louise, every means was used to induce me 
to receive Holy Communion at Notre Dame, as other sovereigns 
had been accustomed to do. I absolutely refused for fear of 
committing a sacrilege.’’ 


wee 


St. Joseph, Patron of the Working Classes. 





The appointment of St. Joseph, the laborer, as Patron of the 
Universal Church, is a ray of hope for the freedom and deliver- 
ance of the working people from the slavery, into which modern 
infidelity and greed for money has plunged them. ‘‘Go to 
Joseph,” and behold him whom God has chosen Protector of His 
Church, and the Christian family. Whosoever desires help must 
go to Joseph, the laborer. The king and the beggar, the rich 
and the poor, the noble and the lowly, all must go to St. 
Joseph. It appears as though God says to the rich and mighty: 
‘Go to the laborer, go to the common man, go to what is despi- 
cable in the eyes of the world, for I have chosen him to confound 
the strong: the last shall be first, the first shall be last.’’ 
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i God selected laborers to establish His Church. For His 
Mother He chose a maiden, a handmaid, who lived by the labor 
of her hands. He chose the workman, St. Joseph, from whose 
bread, earned in the sweat of his brow, he wished to eat in order 
ii to change the substance of this earth into the substance of His 
a divine body. God Himself became a laborer, thus ennobling man- 
ual labor and raising it to a divine state. The apostles were 
laborers; Paul, the apostle of the nations, was a laborer, and 
justly glories in earning his bread by the work of hishands. The 
same apostle speaks to the Corinthians: ‘“‘But behold, those 
‘ whom God hath chosen; there are not many wise according to 
the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but the foolish and 
; the weak things of the world hath God chosen, that He may con- 
found the strong.’’ Thus also was the Church founded by means 
of the humble, the working men, the labor class, and she will 
likewise be renewed by means of the common people, especially 
uo by the lowly laboring classes who earn their bread in the sweat 
of their brow. 
St. Joseph carries in his arms Jesus, the eternal reward of 
” his labors. When laborers again recognize the Lord Jesus as 
‘ their eternal abundant reward, money will no longer rule the 
world. When Jesus is again eagerly tasted as the food of the 
soul, then the craving for the sensual pleasures will die away. 
When the faithful are again united with Our Lord by means of 
Holy Communion, when society bears Jesus in their hearts as 
St. Joseph does upon his arm, then will the days of true peace 
. and joy return and the hope of an eternal, blissful life be awak- 
¢ ened anew. 


: ~— 





s Power of St. Joseph’s Intercession in Dangers of Life. 





On February 27, 1856, a carpenter, Aloysius Weingartner of 
Alsace, \vas lowered into a well seventy feet deep, by means of a 
it large bucket. As he was descending, several pebbles fell on his 
Ye head, and fearing that the well might cave in, he asked to be 
drawn up again. Scarcely had he called, when the well caved 
in, and he was buried under a mass of earth and stones. The 
¥ workmen, who witnessed this frightful disaster, had not the least 
doubt that their companion had been killed; but Weingartner 
was uninjured. As soon as he had become aware of the danger, 
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he cried out, more from his heart than with his lips, “‘Jesus, Mary 
and Joseph, save me!’’ And behold, two large stones remained 
suspended about forty feet from the top and thirty feet from the 
bottom of the well, thus forming an arch, upon which rested one 
hundred eighty cubic feet of earth. In order that the divine pro- 
tection should be still more evident, it happened that a stone fell 
into the bucket, and pressed with such force against the man’s 
side, that he couldly only free himself by means of a crowbar 
which, fortunately, he had with him. 

Weingartner was a good Christian, and did not lose confi- 
dence in God. He climbed up on the rope until he reached the 
arch; then striking a few matches, he discovered that he was en- 
tirely imprisoned. But trusting in God’s assistance, and resigned 
to His holy will, he concluded patiently to await his deliverance. 
Nevertheless, he was overcome by deep sorrow, of which he could 
not free himself. He thought of his wife and three children who 
were mourning him as dead. ‘‘O Lord,’’ he said, ‘who hast 
given me so many proofs of Thy love, most Blessed Virgin, and 
glorious St. Joseph, console my wife and children, inspire them 
with the hope of seeing me again.’’ Thus he prayed; neverthe- 
less, cold sweat broke out on his forehead and all over his body. 
His position was indeed a frightful one. Fearing, lest overcome 
by fatigue and sleep, he should fall into the well, he fastened 
himself to the rope with a scarf. In this situation he remained 
thirty-four hours, from Tuesday Feb. 27th, P. M., until Thurs- 
day March rst, A. M.—He had laid the crowbar across the bucket, 
using it for a seat, that occasionally he could change his position. 


Would Find Only the Mutilated Body. 


In the meantime the villagers had not been idle. Although 
the majority feared they would find only the mutilated body of 
their comrade, yet there were others who trusting in God’s prov- 
idence said, ‘“‘If he had sufficient time to call on the Blessed 
Virgin or some other saint, he is surely safe, and it is possible 
that we will see him come forth from the well unharmed.’’ They 
prayed fervently for his deliverance, at the same time laboring 
energetically to clear away the stones and earth. For twenty- 
four hours, uninterruptedly, they worked and dug. When one 
force of men became fatigued, they were relieved by others, and 
while some worked, the rest prayed. Already enough ground 
had been cleared away, that the imprisoned man could discern 
what was going on overhead. The sound of shovels and pick- 
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axes struck his ear: he could hear the conversation of the work- 
men and distinguish their voices. With new hope and confidence 
he awaited his deliverance. 

On Feb. 28th, when there were but several feet more to ex- 
cavate, Weingartner made an attempt to make himself heard. 
And truly, one of the laborers did hear his voice. ‘‘Hark,’’ he 
said to the rest, “‘I think I hear the poor man calling; listen, 
listen!’’ ‘‘Are you still alive?’ his friends called down to him. 
“Yes, I am alive: I am uninjured,’’ he answered. With new 
courage and energy the work was continued. Before long, some 
light entered at the crevices. What joy for the imprisoned man! 
He redoubled his prayers of thanksgiving, and the laborers did 
likewise. Thousands of people from the surrounding country had 
hastened thither to convince themselves of the miracle. Finally, 
the two stones which had formed the arch were also cleared away, 
and Weingartner came forth from his grave. 

Full of joy and gratitude towards God, the people fell on 
their knees, giving praise and thanks to the Holy Family: all 
cried out with one voice, ‘‘A miracle, a miracle.’’ Before anoth- 
er year had elapsed, the union of the carpenters had unanimously 
chosen St. Joseph, the head of the Holy Family, as their patron 
and protector. 

me 


Go to Joseph! 





N the same degree as the veneration towards the Bles- 
sed Virgin increases, does the devotion to St. Joseph 
grow and flourish. The Blessed Grignon states that, God 
has destined Mary, the humble handmaid of the Lord, to 

become towards the end of time the renowned Queen of the uni- 

verse; so likewise is it the decree of God that, the hidden life of 

St. Joseph will be made manifest, and that he will be gloriously 

proclaimed the protector of the entire Christian world. 

From eternity, God has ordained that His Divine Son should 
become man, and that Mary should be the Mother of Jesus. But 
in consideration of the fall of the human race, God in His infinite 
wisdom ordained St. Joseph to be the virginal spouse of the Moth- 
er of His Son, the foster-father of Jesus, and head and protector 
of the Holy Family here on earth. 

Next to the dignity of Mary in being the Mother of God, 
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there is no higher in this world than that of St. Joseph. He was 
the foster-father of Jesus, the Son of God, who called him by the 
name, ‘“‘father.’’ To whom did Jesus ever say ‘My father’’? 
To the Father in heaven and to His foster-father on earth. In 
heaven Jesus delights to call Joseph His father. 

St. Joseph was the virginal spouse of the immaculate Mother 
of God, the Queen of heaven and earth. What a dignity to be 
called the spouse of such a Queen! St. Joseph was the head of 
the Holy Family; Jesus and Mary obeyed him. Was there ever 
a higher authority on earth than that possessed by St. Joseph? 
St. Joseph was vouchsafed to be the protector of the omnipotent 
Son of God against Herod, and while the Holy Family remained 
in Egypt. Could there then be a more powerful protector here 
on earth than St. Joseph had been ? 


Unparalleled Sanctity. 


This, the highest dignity—next to that of the Heavenly 
Mother—was corresponded to by St. Joseph’s unparalleled sanc- 
tity. In his intercourse with the uncreated sanctity of Jesus, and 
Mary, the Mother of sanctity, he increased every moment in 
grace and heavenly wisdom, until he reached therein an inex- 
pressibly great degree, which has acquired for him such glory in 
heaven, as is due to no one else, except the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

In the same manner as Mary, after her assumption, continues 
her solicitude for the Church as the Mother of grace and the 
Queen of the world, so does St. Joseph even now in heaven exer- 
cise his power and intercession in favor of mankind, as a paternal 
protector of the holy Church, the Christian families and the in- 
dividual members of Christ’s mystical body. As he rescued the 
Child Jesus from the hands of Herod and protected our Savior 
when exiled in Egypt, so does he now rescue the holy Church 
from the hands of her persecutors, and protect her in the exile 
and captivity in which she is often held. For, is it not exiling 
the Church, when her influence over the schools and public life 
is hampered and excluded; when the religious are driven away 
from their homes, as is done now in so many countries? 

In sorrow did St. Joseph seek the Child Jesus when He was 
lost, until he found Him in the temple. So he likewise goes in 
quest of souls who have lost Jesus by losing sanctifying grace, 
and he strives to make them find Our Lord again in the sacrament 
of penance. How many sinners are indebted to St. Joseph for 
their conversion. St. Joseph died a happy death, in the arms of 
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Jesus and Mary; he is, therefore, the patron of a happy death, 
and will aid us in this extreme hour, and obtain for us the assist- 
ance of Jesus and Mary. 

Dear reader, you are a good and faithful servant of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, which is the special characteristic of a true 
Catholic. But if you desire to have still a greater claim to her 
maternal love, you should approach her throne accompanied by 
St. Joseph: per Joseph ad Mariam, per Mariam ad Jesum, 
through Joseph to Mary, through Mary to Jesus. If you knock 
at St. Joseph’s door, he will gladly open and will joyfully present 
you to Mary and Jesus, as he did the shepherds and the three 
holy kings. Make a friendly alliance with St. Joseph, who is the 
““friend of the Sacred Heart,’’ and you will experience his power- 
ful intercession in your trials and undertakings. Endeavor to 
celebrate the month of March in a worthy manner, especially the 
Wednesdays and the feast of St. Joseph. Pray also for our Holy 
Father Pius X. Ask St. Joseph, his patron Saint, to intercede 
for him, that he may be enabled many more years to rule and 
guide the Church of Christ with wisdom and fortitude. 


>< 


St. Joseph’s Tntercession for the Faithful Departed. 


The Church, like a good mother, recalls to us the thought of 
the dead when we have forgotten them, and therefore she conse- 
crates the month of November to the memory of the dead. This 
pious and salutary practice of praying for an entire month for the 
dead takes its rise from the earliest ages of the Church. The 
custom of mourning thirty days for the dead existed amongst the 
Jews. The practice of saying thirty Masses on thirty consecutive 
days was established by St. Gregory, and Innocent XI. enriched 
it with indulgences. ‘“‘God has made known to me,”’ says the 
venerable Sister Marie Denise de Martignat, ‘‘that a devotion to 
the death of St. Joseph obtains many graces for those who are 
agonizing, and that, as St. Joseph did not at once pass into heav- 
en—because Jesus Christ had not opened its gates—but descend- 
ed into limbo, it isa most useful devotion for the agonizing, and 
for the souls in purgatory, to offer to God the resignation of St. 
Joseph when he was dying and about to leave Jesus and Mary in 
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this world, and to honor the holy patience of this great Saint 
* waiting calmly in limbo until Easter-day, when Jesus Christ, 
risen and glorious, released him.’’ And if St. Joseph consoles 
the souls in purgatory, none will be so dear to him as those who 
were devout to him in life, and zealous in spreading devotion 


to him. 
< 


St. Joseph Obtains a Good Situation. 





In Perth, Australia, there lived an Irishman who toiled day 
and night to procure the necessary means of subsistence for his 
large family. Still the poor mother often had to send her little 
ones supperlessto bed. Eachtrial, made by the good man to better 
his condition, ended in a failure. It proved to be too great a bur- 
den for the hard-working father to provide the growing children 
: with the necessary food and clothing, or to procure for them a 
proper education. 

One evening when both parents were unusually sad and 
downhearted, a neighbor passing by, lent them a newspaper. 
Glancing over the pages, the man’s eye happened to fall on an ' 
advertisement, that a certain excellent situation at the disposal 
of the government had become vacant. The thought struck 
him to apply. However, he was well aware, that as a Catholic, 
he would have little chance to compete with bigoted protestants 
f and freemasons, but the firm confidence in St. Joseph, whom he 
specially venerated, gave him the necessary courage. ‘‘Dear 
wife,’’ he said, ‘humanly speaking, I have not the slightest 
chance of obtaining this situation, but I will go there anyway 
and apply. In the meantime, you and the children must pray 
that St. Joseph may bless my endeavors.”’ 

Early the next morning the father started out. The mother 
woke the children and told them how their papa went away in 
search of a good position, and if he would be successful, they 
would, in future, have plenty of food and clothing and they would 
never more be hungry nor ragged. ‘‘Now, my dear children,”’ 





oO DO mh 8 DM W YF 


I said their mamma, “‘let us kneel down and start a novena of nine 
i- Aves to St. Joseph that our dear papa meets with success.’’ 

d It was the last day of the novena, when about nine o’clock 
t. in the evening, a hasty knock was heard at the cottage-door, and 
n aman thrust in a telegram. With beating heart the poor woman 
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received it. Was it a message of sorrow or of joy? Her tremb- 
ling hands unfolded the paper,—thank God,—a message of joy, 
her husband is accepted! Tears of gratitude fell from her eyes; 
she called the children who had already gone to bed, and together 
they knelt down to thank their powerful intercessor, St. Joseph. 
In the town the news caused the greatest astonishment. How 
came this poor, unknown laborer to such a brilliant position? 
When questioned as through whose influence he had secured it, 
he answered, “‘It is St. Joseph to whom weare indebted; to him 
we owe all our fortune.’”’ 
im 


Testimonies of Saints on Devotion to $t. Joseph. 


St. Thomas, the Angelic Doctor, writes: ‘‘Some saints are 
privileged to extend to us their patronage in certain cases, but 
not in others, with peculiar efficacy; but to our holy Patron, St. 
Joseph, it is given to assist us in all cases, in every necessity, in 
every undertaking.”’ ? 

St. Bernardine of Siena says: “If you compare him to the 
whole Church of Christ, is he not the special and chosen being, 
by whom, and under whom, the Lord was introduced into the 
world with becoming dignity? If all the faithful are debtors to 
the Virgin Mother for being made worthy through her to receive 
the Redeemer; so, next to the Virgin Mother, do we not owe to 
St. Joseph special homage and veneration ?”’ 


“The Key of Heaven.” 


It is extremely hard to get a good English prayer book. We 
have on hand an excellent prayer book, the ‘‘Key of Heaven,”’ 
by a Benedictine Father of Conception, Mo., which we ean highly 
recommend to all who desire a good prayer book for general use. 
Price, $1.00, $1.25, $1.50. 


We are prepared to furnish fine mourning cards at $1.75 and 
$2.00 per hundred, printing included. 


Entered as second-class matter March 1g, 1907, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 




















Santa Barbara Liniment 
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* Any one suffering from neuralgia, or rheumatism 
contracted by a cold, which is frequently the case 
during the damp, chilly spring weather, is advised 
to use our “Santa Barbara Liniment.”’ 
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“ This Liniment is to be used only exteriorly, and 
has proved a most effectual household remedy for 
‘ more than thirty-five years. We have many testi- 
monials and references on hand. 
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“ Price per bottle $1.25, sent prepaid to any part 
of the United States. In ordinary attacks one bottle 
suffices, but in very severe cases two bottles are 
necessary. 
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* The genuine can be procured only from 


Benedictine Convent, 
Clyde, Mo. 









